
FAQs on Special Award Classes   

Introduction In response to the growing number of Breed Clubs wishing to hold 

Special Award Classes at their show, the following FAQs have been provided.   

Q. What shows can hold SACs? A. These classes can be held at breed club Limited, 

Open or Championship shows, with the exception that Special Award Champion 

Classes cannot be held at Limited shows. It is advisable to inform the main judge 

that these classes are taking place.   

Q. What is a Special Award Class? A. In the broadest sense Special Award Classes 

(SAC) are a form of “mock class” which can be scheduled at a show for the purpose 

of allowing a B or C list judge the opportunity to gain more hands on experience. 

SAC are separate from the main judging and usually take place during the lunch 

break of a show.   

Q. Must dogs be entered for competition in the show to take part? A.  Yes, only 

those dogs which have been entered into the main show are eligible for entry into the 

SAC (with the exception of dogs competing in the Special Award Champions Class).   

Q. How do I enter?  A. Entries must be made on the show entry form (you can not 

enter on the day) 

Q. Can the judge appointed for the special award class(es) exhibit at the show? A.  

No, in line with Regulation F(1)21.e judges may not exhibit for competition  or handle 

a dog in the ring at a show at which they are officiating.   

Q. If the person appointed to judge has handled a dog at a show, boarded or 

prepared for exhibition within the previous twelve months can the dog be entered in 

the SAC? A. No - Regulation F(1)30.a.(11) refers.   

Q. Does the beaten dog rule count? A. No. These are separate classes to the main 

competition and therefore a dog beaten in competition for SAC is not considered a 

beaten dog.    

Q. Can the judge of the SAC select a ‘Best Dog/Bitch’ from the classes? A. No, this 

is a ring fenced class designed to give aspiring judges the opportunity to gain more 

hands on experience; they are not a competition in themselves.   


